
Dr. Scott B. Ha1stead 

Sant iago, August 20, 1986 
R-371- 86. 

Assoc1ate Director for Health Sc1ences 
The Rockefeller Foundat1on 
1133 Ave. of the AMer1cas 
New Tork, N.T., 10036 
U. S. A. 

Dear Dr. Halstead: 

Thank you very much for the opportuni ty you 
gave to Dr. Federico Leighton, who visited you last July 23, 
t o di scuss in genera 1 our projects for research concerni ng 
typhoid fever. I understand that he will submit a preproposal 
to deal with aspects related to vaccine development. I hope 
that this proposal w111 be in agreement with the Foundation 
priori ti es. 

Dr. Leighton also informed me about t he 
International Clinical Epidemiological Hetwork, INCLEN. I am 
particularly worried because apparently you had tried, unsuc­
cessfully, to establish contact with our medical school. 
Epidemiology i s considered a hi gh priority subject in t he 
developmeAt of that school. In fact the Department of Epide­
m1ology was created a few months ago. It was headed by a very 
able epideraiologist. Dr. Juan J. Giaconi, M. D., M.Sc. in 
Epideaiology, Adm1nistrat ion and Heal th Planning, U. of London. 
Precisely because of his quali ties, last week he was appoint ed 
Minister of Health in the Government. The Dean of the Medical 
School is presently trying to find a formula t o face th is 
unexpected situation. 
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Dr. Ricardo Ferretti, Dean of the Medica 1 
School, will get in touch with you in the near future, but I 
can already express to you that I consider regretable that we 
do not participate in the INCLEN, because we share your views 
on the key role of clinical epidemiology and because our 
medical school is indeed a leading 1nstitut1on in the country. 
It has a tradition of more than half a century and as Profes­
sor of Histology and former Dean, I know it well. 

I would appreciate very much the opportuni ty 
of meeting you personally on your next visit to Chile. 

Dr. Juan Vial 
Rector 

Very sincerely yours, 

Pontificia Universidad Cat61ica de Chile 
Casilla 114-D 
Santiago, Chile 

Phone: 2221827 
Telex: 240395 PUCVACL 

JUAN VI Al , ~1. O. 
Rector 


